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Thu 31 July, 2025 

QUEER BLOOMSBURY festival programme announced, featuring Bimini, Jodie Harsh, 

Charlie Porter, and an exhibition of the UK AIDS Memorial Quilt 

Saturday 13 and Sunday 14 September 2025 

Charleston in Firle 

JODIE HARSH | BIMINI | OMARI DOUGLAS | HARRY CLAYTON-WRIGHT | PRINCESS JULIA | ANTI SUZANNE | 

THE UK AIDS MEMORIAL QUILT | JONATHAN BLAKE | PAUL FLYNN | VEX ASHLEY | CHARLIE PORTER 

 

 

 

Please find images related to this event and news release here: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1X13OGeDGXEw0Z6nE5s6YWk7DvXLffQcB?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1X13OGeDGXEw0Z6nE5s6YWk7DvXLffQcB?usp=sharing


 

   

 

Thu 31 July – The full programme for Charleston’s annual Queer Bloomsbury festival is now live  – a 

celebration of queer creativity, bringing together bold performance, joyful activism and powerful LGBTQIA+ 

voices to remember, resist and reimagine. 

Saturday offers space for celebration, activism and expression, with queer art, fashion, desire and histories 

explored – and exposed. 

 

During the day, expect sharp insights and fierce energy from UK Drag Race star Bimini, and queer-club icons 

Jodie Harsh and Princess Julia, each sharing insights into their lives and careers.  

As dusk falls things heat up when Vex Ashley and Helena Whittingam talk about art, porn and the politics of 

desire, including an exclusive screening of Four Chambers’ latest films ‘Disordered Interior Genomes’ and 

‘Orgone Theory’.  

In a dazzling climax, there will be a brand-new Charleston original with ‘Semen? A Twisted Cabaret’, created 

by Harry Clayton-Wright and co-presented with Marlborough Productions. Expect a deliciously tasteless and 

filthy remix of modernist literature, Bloomsbury history and cabaret chaos. 

The night finishes on the dancefloor, with a late-night party and DJ set in the Hay Barn. 

The Sunday programme offers space for reflection, remembrance and queer histories, alongside the launch of 

the UK AIDS Memorial Quilt exhibition at Charleston from Sunday 14–Sunday 21 September (Open Wed–

Sun). 

Charleston will proudly open a free display of seven quilt blocks of the UK AIDS Memorial Quilt in the Hay 

Barn at Charleston in Firle. Each one is a tribute to lives lost during the AIDS crisis and a powerful act of 

collective memory, grief and love. 

In the afternoon, Charlie Porter will be joined by Omari Douglas to discuss his latest novel, Nova Scotia House, 

a tender and visionary story of love, memory and queer life before and after the AIDS crisis. Set between past 

and present, the book explores radical ways of living and what it means to carry forward joy and loss in equal 

measure. 

Later, Jonathan Blake, one of the first people diagnosed with HIV in the UK and a lifelong activist, shares his 

story of survival, resistance and community. He appears in conversation with Siobhán Lanigan, Chair of the 

UK AIDS Quilt, with the event chaired by writer and cultural commentator Paul Flynn. 

All seven quick blocks featured in Nova Scotia House will be included in the exhibition. 

 

There will also be a moving tribute and reading of the Quilt’s Names by family and friends of those featured 

on the panels.  

As part of the experience, attendees will also have the chance to take part in joyful activities popping up 

around the site, from Life Drawing in the Walled Garden, to a Wild Sauna experience and more to be 

announced. 

Festivalgoers can also book a Queer Charleston x Erotic Drawings house tour, featuring a special re-hang of 

Duncan Grant’s erotic drawings for one day only.  



 

   

 

A shuttle bus service will run from Brighton’s Old Steine directly to Charleston in Firle on Saturday and is 

bookable online for ticketholders.  

Melissa Perkins, Head of Programme and Events at Charleston says:    

“I’m thrilled to launch Queer Bloomsbury - a celebration of queer creativity, community and 

desire. This year’s programme of talks, art and performance is an invitation to rember the past, 

disrupt the present and reimagine a joyful, shared future together." 

SATURDAY TICKETS include three talks, a cabaret performance and DJ set, with events starting at 2pm and 

finishing at approximately 11pm. 

 

Tickets are £60, or £40 for Under 30s.  

Book now: https://www.charleston.org.uk/event/queer-bloomsbury-saturday-ticket/ 

 

SUNDAY TICKETS include two talks programmes alongside the FREE exhibition of the UK AIDS Memorial 

with events starting at around 4pm and finishing at approximately 8pm 

 

Tickets are £25, or £15 for Under 30s. 

Book now: https://www.charleston.org.uk/event/queer-bloomsbury-sunday-ticket/ 

 

INDIVIDUAL EVENT TICKETS are also available and start from £16 per talk, or £10 for Under 30s. 

 

View the full programme here: https://www.charleston.org.uk/festival/queer-bloomsbury-2025/ 

 

UNDER 30s can join Charleston’s friend community for free and gain access to limited £10 tickets across 

many events and talks across the year, including Day Tickets and After Party tickets at Queer Bloomsbury. 

Find out more: https://www.charleston.org.uk/under30/ 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

For press enquiries and media registration for events please contact: 

 

Madeleine Maher, Press and Marketing Assistant  

Press@charleston.org.uk 

 

Charleston is a place that brings people together to engage with art and ideas. The modernist home and 

studio of the painters Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant, Charleston was a gathering point for some of the 20th 

century’s most radical artists, writers and thinkers known collectively as the Bloomsbury group. It is where 

they came together to imagine society differently and has always been a place where art and experimental 

thinking are at the centre of everyday life. Today, we have two locations - the house, garden and galleries at 

Firle and our new space in Lewes. We present a dynamic year-round programme of exhibitions, events and 

festivals. We believe in the power of art, in all its forms, to provoke new ways of thinking and living. 

www.charleston.org.uk  
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