
 

 

 

 

Vik Muniz (b. 1961), Dora Maar with Cat, after Pablo Picasso (Surfaces), 2022, Mixed media, 140.3 x 101.6 cm; (55 1/4 x 40 in.), Unique 
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“I’ve always been drawn to Cubism which often causes us to question our reality – through shape, form, 
composition. It goes beyond the pure mathematical figure or a flat composition. To me it was an art movement 
which humanized these very general, traditional ideas of perspective and placed them in a tactile world of 
sensation and feeling.” - Vik Muniz 

 

Ben Brown Fine Arts is pleased to announce FOTOCUBISMO, the gallery’s fourth solo exhibition in the London 
gallery of internationally acclaimed Brazilian artist and photographer Vik Muniz, opening this April. 
  
Exhibited for the first time in the United Kingdom, FOTOCUBISMO features work from Muniz’s most 
recent Surfaces series, which explores concepts of perception, reality, and representation while challenging 
traditional notions of materiality. Muniz’s work often draws on influences from classic and iconic images, 
often culled from art history. Looking to Cubist masters such as Pablo Picasso, Juan Gris and Georges Braque, 
these unique works are a result of the artist’s hybrid technique of photographing handcrafted, three-
dimensional elements – most notably painting and collaged components – which are reprocessed through 
photographic collages. Muniz's newest works invite viewers to question and explore what lies beneath the 
surface, and to dissect each layer amidst the overlapping interventions. 



 

 

  
These abstract studies compel the viewer to closely investigate the dichotomy between the physical object 
and its depiction, while at the same time reinventing the possibilities and questions around the construction 
of a photographic image. This exploration of iconic images from art history, which Muniz has repeatedly 
revisited throughout his career, furthers the artist’s investigations into the contradictions between visual 
perception, the physical world and art historical context. 

 
Vik Muniz (b. 1961), Woman of Algiers, after Pablo Picasso (Surfaces), 2022, Mixed media, 114.3 x 146.8 cm; (45 x 57 3/4 in.), Unique 

 
Vik Muniz is renowned for his complex photographic works and unique employment of a wide range of 
unconventional materials, including dust, sugar, chocolate, diamonds, caviar, toys, junk, scrap metal, dry 
pigment, vintage postcards, and magazine shreds. Most crucial for Muniz – originally a sculptor – is the idea 
of photographic representation, and the complex relationship between photography and mental images as 
memory or imagination, which have been the backbone of his photographic work for the past thirty years. 
  
“There is a place between the world of things and the world of ideas that, despite being seemingly small, 
nebulous, and even contradictory, enjoys its own constant energy and is in permanent and vibrant evolution. In 
the last thirty years, this has been my real place of work.” - Vik Muniz 
  
Muniz has been exhibited worldwide and his work is included in major collections such as: the Museum of 
Modern Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New 
York; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Art Institute of Chicago; 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo; Victoria and Albert Museum, London; and Tate, London. He has been 
appointed UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador twice, in 2011 and 2020. Muniz represented the Brazilian Pavilion 
at the 49th Venice Biennale in 2001 and in 2010 was the subject of the Oscar-nominated and Sundance Film 
Festival award winning documentary feature film entitled Waste Land. 
  



 

 

 
Vik Muniz (b. 1961), Nude Descending Staircase, after Marcel Duchamp 2 (Surfaces), 2021, Mixed media, 151.1 x 91.4 cm; (59 1/2 x 36 in.). Unique 
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ABOUT VIK MUNIZ 
Vik Muniz was born in São Paolo, Brazil, in 1961 and currently lives and works in both New York and Rio de 
Janeiro. His work has been exhibited in prestigious institutions worldwide, including the International Center 
of Photography, New York; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Menil Collection, Houston; Museu 
de Arte Moderna, São Paulo; Museu de Art Moderna, Rio de Janeiro; Fundació Joan Miró, Barcelona; Museo 
d’Arte Contemporanea, Rome; Irish Museum of Contemporary Art, Dublin; Tel Aviv Museum, Israel and Long 
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Museum, Shanghai. His work features in the collections of the Museum of Modern Art, New York; Solomon 
R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Whitney Museum of American 
Art, New York; Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; Art Institute of Chicago; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; 
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston; Museu de Arte Moderna de São Paulo; Museum of Contemporary Art, Tokyo; 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London; and Tate, London. In 2001, Muniz represented the Brazilian Pavilion at 
the 49th Venice Biennale. Vik Muniz is the subject of an Academy Award-nominated documentary film 
entitled Waste Land (2010) and serves as a UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador. His public art installation 
commissioned by the MTA Arts & Design for the 72nd street Second Avenues Subway station opened in 2016, 
and that same year Muniz was a creative director of the Rio de Janeiro Paralympics opening ceremony. 
 
Instagram: @vikmuniz 
 
ABOUT BEN BROWN FINE ARTS  
In 2004, Ben Brown Fine Arts opened its first location in the heart of Mayfair, London. The gallery quickly 
established itself on the international art scene with exhibitions of long-term gallery artists Candida Höfer, 
Tony Bevan, Claude & François-Xavier Lalanne, and Heinz Mack, amongst others, as well as momentous 
exhibitions of 20th-century masters including Lucio Fontana, Alighiero Boetti and Gerhard Richter. In 2009, 
Ben Brown Fine Arts opened an exhibition space in Hong Kong, becoming the first international gallery to 
move to the city that would soon become a major international art hub. In Hong Kong, the gallery introduced 
notable exhibitions of Pablo Picasso, Sean Scully, Frank Auerbach, and Miquel Barceló, as well as survey 
exhibitions of Chinese contemporary photography, the Düsseldorf School of Photography, 20th-century 
Italian art, and the ZERO movement. In 2021, Ben Brown Fine Arts opened a third location in Palm Beach, 
Florida, with an inaugural exhibition celebrating the legacy of American and European 20th-century artists 
who developed radical approaches to making art, among them Alexander Calder, Georg Baselitz, and Andy 
Warhol. The galleries regularly exhibit and develop programming for our renowned stable of international, 
multi-disciplinarian contemporary artists, including the aforementioned as well as Yoan Capote, Awol Erizku, 
Nabil Nahas, José Parlá, Enoc Perez, Ena Swansea, Hank Willis Thomas, Gavin Turk, and Jan Worst. With 
multi-lingual staff based in London, Hong Kong, New York, and Palm Beach, the gallery has strong 
relationships with private collectors, advisors, and public institutions, sourcing and placing important primary 
and secondary artworks for them. Ben Brown Fine Arts participates in major art fairs worldwide, including Art 
Basel, Art Basel Hong Kong, Art Basel Miami Beach, The Armory Show, Frieze Masters, TEFAF Maastricht, 
and TEFAF New York.  
 
Instagram: @benbrownfinearts  
Facebook: /BenBrownFineArts  
Twitter: @BenBrownFineArt 
 


