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Zabludowicz Collection announces a major new solo exhibition 
by artist LuYang for autumn 2022

LUYANG  
LUYANG NETINETI
22 September 2022–12 February 2023

Image: Cover design for King Kong magazine, issue 13 SS22. Courtesy the artist.

The Zabludowicz Collection is delighted to announce a major new solo exhibition by the highly 
acclaimed Chinese multi-media artist LuYang. LuYang NetiNeti will run from 22 September 
2022–12 February 2023 and will be their first solo show in the UK. 2022 also marks 15 years 
since the Collection opened its space on Prince of Wales Road, Camden. The exhibition will 
feature the world premiere of a new Zabludowicz Collection commission, alongside multiple 
immersive moving image installations, an interactive gaming space with the feel of a retro 
arcade, and a screening room filled with a ‘greatest hits’ of the artist’s videos from across the 
last decade. Visitors will be invited to step into the sensory experience that is LuYang’s artistic 
universe.  
LuYang’s challenging and unsettling work destabilises the divisions between past and 
future, human and machine, and life and death, reflected in the title of the exhibition, which 
incorporates the Sanskrit expression ‘Neti Neti’, which means “not this, not that”, or “neither 
this, nor that”. Immersed in the cultures of anime, video games and sci-fi the artist’s wildly 
engaging and darkly humorous projects are all-consuming in their visual and sonic intensity. 
LuYang combines aspects of traditional spiritual belief with motifs from science and medicine 
to investigate the mysteries and mechanics of the human body and mind.  
 



The exhibition will centre on DOKU, LuYang’s own digital avatar. Using advanced motion 
capture and CGI animation technology, DOKU combines ancient ideas of reincarnation with 
a contemporary exploration of the multiplicity and fragility of the self. LuYang has created 
six versions of the DOKU avatar to date, corresponding to the six paths of reincarnation as 
described in Buddhism: Animal, Asura, Heaven, Hell, Human and Hungry Ghost. The movements 
assigned to these characters have been created through the  motion tracking of real human 
dancers the artist has collaborated with, including performers of the traditional Legong dance of 
Bali, Indonesia, and Japanese pop dancer kEnkEn.  
In the Main Hall we present the world premiere of a new Zabludowicz Collection commission, 
DOKU Binary God (2022), a single-channel video featuring the characters Heaven and Hell 
choreographed  in a new dance, leading to the formation of a hybrid Binary God character. 
The piece will be presented in the gallery’s Main Hall in a dramatic black and white installation 
environment inspired by Taoist cosmology. 

Also in the Main Hall is major video work DOKU the self (2022), first shown at the Venice 
Biennale 2022. The cinematic narrative features LuYang as a character on a passenger airplane 
moving through numerous states or perception, and encountering the six DOKU avatars. The 
piece is a meditation on dream-states, simulated realities and the transience of our physical 
bodies. Responding directly to the Chapel architecture of the gallery, the overall installation is 
conceived as a temple, and features a giant wall-projected mandala.  
On the Mezzanine level of the Main Hall, the video installation Electromagnetic Brainology 
(2017) features four deities relating to the four ‘great elements’: earth, water, fire, and air. 
Each deity brandishes a TMS wand (Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation), a device used in 
contemporary neuroscience for non-invasive treatments of conditions such as depression. The 
deities strengthen themselves into a super deity, a metaphor for LuYang’s own fantasy that a 
better synchronisation of the brain will lead to an increase in happiness and human potential.  
The Middle Gallery operates as a cinema-style space, showing a number of key moving 
image works by the artist and their numerous collaborators from across the last decade. These 
include Zabludowicz Collection work LuYang Delusional Crime and Punishment (2016), and 
milestone animations such as UterusMan (2013).  
The Back Gallery is transformed into a ‘playground’ games arcade, full of neon light and pattern, 
to present an installation of The Great Adventure of Material World project (2019–). At the 
centre of the installation is the three-channel manga-style animation Material World Knight, 
which brings together many characters from across LuYang’s previous work to form a ‘league 
of legends’. Visitors will have the chance to play a video game version of the project, inhabiting 
a character across nine realms; acquiring energy, being destroyed and reborn, and exploring the 
spectacular and disorientating universe LuYang has created.  
The exhibition will be accompanied by a programme of live events, and the launch of a publication, 
to be announced.  
LuYang said:  
“It feels amazing to be bringing my work to the Zabludowicz Collection, my first solo show in 
the UK. Through this exhibition, I want to blur the boundaries between past and future, reality 
and otherworld, person and machine, and invite audiences to experience DOKU. The show also 
includes a world premiere work, which is being presented in direct response to the incredible 
architecture of the gallery space.”  
Paul Luckraft, Senior Curator (Exhibitions), Zabludowicz Collection said: “We are thrilled 
to be collaborating with LuYang, one of the most distinctive and impactful young artists in the 
world today. This new landmark solo exhibition, their first in the UK, will give audiences the chance 
to experience complex and challenging contemporary art that is fun, intense and direct. Unafraid 
to tackle big questions around human identity and mortality in the digital age, LuYang draws on a 
rich tapestry of belief systems and harnesses the very latest production technologies.”



NOTES TO EDITORS

Artist biography 
Shanghai-based multimedia artist LuYang creates fantastical, often painful, and shocking images 
which represent an interdisciplinary blend of religion, philosophy, neuroscience, psychology 
and modern technology, as well as the allusions to real life forms and structures of natural and 
religious origin. The output of LuYang’s artistic practice spans game engines, 3D-animated films, 
video game installations, holograms, motion capture performances, virtual reality and software 
manipulation. The artist also collaborates with acclaimed scientists, psychologists, performers, 
designers, experimental composers, music producers, robotics companies and pop stars.

LuYang graduated with a BA and MA from the New Media Art department of the China 
Academy of Art in Hangzhou. Their work has been featured in major museums and institutions 
internationally, including recent solo exhibitions at the ARoS Aarhus Art Museum, Aarhus, 
Denmark (2021–22); Spiral, Tokyo, Japan (2018); M WOODS, Beijing, China (2017–18); MOCA 
Cleveland, Cleveland, USA (2017); Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA), Beijing, China 
(2011); and Fukuoka Asia Art Museum, Fukuoka, Japan (2011). 

Recent works in large-scale thematic exhibitions include The Milk of Dreams, 59th Venice 
Biennale 2022; Asia Society Triennial 2021, New York; Centre Pompidou, Paris (2020); Shanghai 
Biennale 2018 and 2012; Athens Biennale 2018; Liverpool Biennial 2016; Montreal International 
Digital Art Biennial 2016; 56th Venice Biennale 2015 (Chinese Pavilion); and Fukuoka Asian Art 
Triennale 2014. 

LuYang was awarded the BMW Art Journey in 2019, following which they commenced the 
making of a new digital body of work titled DOKU.

LuYang is the winner of the Deutsche Bank Artist of the Year 2022 award, and as part of this 
will present a solo exhibition at PalaisPopulaire, Berlin in September 2022. 
 
ZABLUDOWICZ COLLECTION  
Zabludowicz Collection is an independent philanthropic organisation that is home to a growing 
collection of contemporary art, and a programme of exhibitions, events and residencies, in 
collaboration with leading British and international artists. Since its foundation in 1994 the 
Collection has been dedicated to fostering new audiences and a sustainable environment for 
contemporary art by creating developmental opportunities and support for emerging and mid-
career artists, curators and organisations.

UK registered charity number 1120067.

For more information, images or any other press enquiries please contact: 
Tess Shennan, Communication and Content Manager 
+44 (0)20 7428 1651 
tess@zabludowiczcollection.com 
 
VISITOR INFORMATION

Address:
176 Prince of Wales Road, London NW5 3PT
+44 (0)207 428 8940

Transport (TFL stations):  
Chalk Farm or Kentish Town West

info@zabludowiczcollection.com
zabludowiczcollection.com 
Twitter.com/Zabludowicz_Col 
instagram.com/zabludowicz_collection 
facebook.com/ZabludowiczCollection

Admission: FREE 
Thursday–Sunday,  
12–6pm or by appointment

Café, Library and Shop
The Shop sells limited edition artworks,  
50% of the proceeds go directly to the 
artist.  
shop.zabludowiczcollection.com
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