
 

    
 

       
‘Four Fatrasies’ is an exhibition that marks a new and important development in the dialogue between 
Glasgow-based artists Alex Pollard and Clare Stephenson. Both influenced by decadent French literature 
and its fascination with medievalism, dandified amorality and the notion of excess to the point of collapse 
Pollard and Stephenson will present a hyper-theatrical, sculptural  installation over the four floors of Pump 
House Gallery that integrates the viewer within a total collaborative art-work.   

 
A fatrasie is a medieval nonsense poem, overtly paradoxical and strange by its nature, it disrupts any 
semblance of established logic or rationalism through repetition and absurdity.  Pollard’s work focuses on 
the rituals and exaggerated styling of medieval and Victorian dandies.  Drawing from Victorian paintings 
and caricatures, the paintings collide neo-romanticism and pastoralism with the covert languages of Polari 
(a secret language spoken in gay sub-cultures) and medieval prison slang. He will also exhibit a series of 
‘Bum Sovereigns’ (large black cast–rubber coins with bottoms represented on them) as well as a pair of 
bespoke medieval sports shoes produced by an Italian sportswear manufacturer.  
 
Stephenson will be showing several large-scale screen-printed androgynes in flamboyant drag, which are 
based on small photocopy collages. In these collages profanely plundered and fragmented images of baroque 
and medieval sculpture are enlarged to an absurd scale, with disembodied hands and faces floating in a cloak 
of benday dots.  These printed figurines, and some Duchampian miniature versions of her previous work, will 
be arranged as a form of posing furniture that will both observe and present Pollard’s work. 

 
Alex Pollard graduated with a BA in Painting from Glasgow School of Art in 1999. Since then he has 
partaken in numerous groups shows internationally as well as solo exhibitions at Talbot Rice, Edinburgh; 
Sorcha Dallas, Glasgow and Whitechapel Project Space. In 2005 he represented Scotland in the Venice 
Biennale. Clare Stephenson graduated with a BA in Sculpture from Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art, 
Dundee in 1996. Likewise she has exhibited extensively including solo shows at Spike Island, Bristol; Sorcha 
Dallas, Glasgow; Linn Luhn, Cologne. In 2009 Pollard and Stephenson collaborated for the first time in a 
two-person show, ‘The Dirty Hands’ at the CCA, Glasgow.  

 
Listings Info: 20 January – 14 March 2010, Four Fatrasies - Alex Pollard and Clare Stephenson, 
Pump House Gallery, Battersea Park, London, SW11 4NJ  Wed/ Thur / Sun 11am–5pm Fri/ Sat 11am 
– 4pm Free Admission 44 (0)20 7350 0523 www.pumphousegallery.org.uk  Tube: Sloane Square  
Rail: Battersea Park or Queenstown Road  
 
For more info /images contact: Laura Eldret +44(0) 20 7350 0523  leldret@wandsworth.gov.uk   

 
www.pumphousegallery.org.uk  
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Private View: 19 January 6.30- 8.30pm 
Exhibition Talk: 19 January 6.00 -6.30pm  
 

 


